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THE ISSUE about the freedom of the press at present before parlia-
ment is a simple one. Under a piece of trade union legislation it will
become possible for a closed shop to exist in newspapers,
periodicals etc. which if it were enforced would mean that the only
persons who could be employed would be members of the National
Union of Journalists. In addition, the legislation provides that
members can be expelled from the union without any reason being
given and without a right of appeal to any independent tribunal.

It is clear to us as writers that this represents one of the most
serious potential threats to the liberty of expression that has arisen
in this country in modern times. We urge the government to think
again and to accept the safeguards contained in Lord Goodman’s
amendments now before the House of Commons.

Any code depending on good will or persuasion cannot be
regarded as adequate protection against the dangers of this situation,
and while we recognise the sincerity of Lord Houghton’s proposal,
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we nevertheless regard it as inadequate and liable to create a false
sense of security.
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